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SUBJ: STATUS OF KAISSOUNI AND ECONOMIC MINISTERS 
REF (A) CAIRO 10142, (B) STATE 138824, 

1 . HAD OPPORTUNITY TO SOUND OUT SEPARATELY SADAT, KAISSOUNI 
AND MINECON, HAMID EL-SAYIGH RE ECONOMIC TEAM CURRENT STATUS 
AND RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PRESIDENT. FORM THESE TALKS, I 
CONCLUDE BENJENK’S CONCERN IS WITHOUT FOUNDATION. 

2. WHEN TOLD THAT GOV GILLIGAN WOULD BE MEETING WITH KAISSOUNI 
LATER IN THE EVENING, SADAT YESTERDAY EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION 
THAT SUCH A MEETING WOULD BE TAKING PLACE. TODAY, WHEN I MET 
WITH SADAT ON A OTHER MATTER AND TOLD HIM OF GOV GILLIGAN'S 
MEETING OF LAST NIGHT WITH KAISSOUNI AND ECONOMIC MIN- 
ISTERS, THE PRESIDENT SAID HE WAS GLAD. HE HAD FULL CONFIDENCE IN 
KAISSOUNI AND HIS ECONOMIC COLLEAGUES. 

3. LAST EVENING, TOO, BOTH KAISSOUNI AND MINECON HAMID 
EL-SAYIGH, SEPARATELY, VOLUNTEERED THEIR GRATIFICATION OVER 
THE "STRONG SUPPORT" WHICH THEY ARE GETTING FROM THE PRESIDENT 
HIMSELF THESE DAYS. IN CONTRAST TO THE PAST, THE NOTED, SADAT 

IS SHOWING CONSIDERABLE DIRECT INTEREST IN THE ECONOMY 
AND IS LETTING IT BE KNOWN THAT KAISSOUNI AND HIS TEAM ARE 
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SPEAKING FOR HIM. PRIMIN MAMDUH SALEM AOS SUPPORTING THEM 
AS ARE "MOST" MEMBERS OF CABINET. 

4. RE MINPLAN, SADAT INDICATED THAT HE HAD AGREED TO LET 
ABDEL MEGUID GO TO UN (UNIDO) JOB, BUT ONLY AFTER "PLAN" IS 
COMPLETED. HAMID EL-SAYIGH TOLD ME THAT ABDEL MEGUID MAY STILL 
BE AROUND TILL SEPT, OCT OR NOV, AND ABDEL MEGUID CONFIRMED 
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THIS, ALTHOUGH HE WILL BE GONG TO US FOR THREE OR FOUR WEEKS 
EARLY NEXT MONTH. I TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO MENTION TO SADAT 
OUR HOPE THAT A STRONG, DYNAMIC INDIVIDUAL WILL BE CHOSEN 
TO REPLACE ABDEL MEGUID. SADAT OPINED THERE ARE OTHER GOOD 
EGYPTIAN ECONOMISTS, ALTHOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT TO FIND ANYONE AS "DYNAMIC" AS ABDEL MEGUID. HE 
APPEARED TO HAVE IN MIND AN EGYPTIAN ECONOMIST NOW WORKING 
IN THE GULF, BUT GAVE NO NAME. 
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